
Summary: The Constitution  
of the United States of America 
Approved by the Libertarian Party of TX, Brazos County, 7/06/2019.  

 (Together, the Declaration (7/04/1776) and the Constitution 
(1787), with Amendments, are America’s supreme Laws.)  

 
Declaration of Independence  
The US rejects British rule for not respecting the Rights of  
each Person to Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.  

 
Constitution  
The federal government has three branches:  
Legislature, Executive and Judiciary.  
 

Preamble:  We the People, in order to secure  

Liberty, do ordain and establish this Constitution 
 

Article 1  (Legislature is the 1st Branch)  

1.  All legislature Powers are vested in a Congress, which  
shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.   
2.  House members are 25 & up, elected every 2 years.  
(Am.14.2 changed the method of taking census.)  
3.  The Senate has 2 members from each state.   
They are 30 & up, elected by their State legislature.  
(Am.17 changed this to, elected by the People.)  
The Chair of the Senate is the Vice President.  
The Senate shall try all Impeachments.  
4.  States decide method of electing Congress. (Am.20)  
5.  Congress uses their own Rules for meetings.  
6.  Congressmen cannot hold any other Office.  
 
 
 
 

Article 3  (Judiciary is the 3rd  Branch)  

1.  The judicial Power of the US is vested in one  
supreme Court and lesser Courts.  
Judges, with good Behavior, can serve for life.   
2.  Details the type of cases that can be heard.  
The Trial for all Crimes, except Impeachment,  
shall be by Jury.  (See Ar.1.3 & Am.11)  
3.  Defines what the crime of Treason is.  
 

Article 4  (Concerns the States.)  

1.  All States shall respect the Laws of other States.   
2.  Citizens in one State shall be treated fairly by  
citizens of another State.  
3.  New states may be admitted.  
4.  States shall have a Republican form of Government  
and be protected from Invasion & domestic Violence.  
 

Article 5  (Amendments.)  

Amendments have to be approved by 3/4 of the States.   
 

Article 6  (Debts and Oath.)  

Debts by the US, pre this Constitution, are valid.  
US laws, not in conflict with this Constitution, are valid.  
Officials shall take an Oath to support this Constitution.  
 

Article 7  (Ratification)  

Ratification of this Constitution at Convention required  
by 9 States; 12 States did so Unanimously, 9/17/1787:  
NH, MA, CT, NY, NJ, PA, DE, MD, VA, NC, SC & GA.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
Article 1 continued:  
7.  All Bills must be passed by Congress. 
Tax or Fee Bills must start in the House.  
President veto can be overridden by 2/3 vote of Congress.  
8.  Congress has only a few enumerated Powers – Taxing*, 
Money, Mail, Patents, Courts, Military & Naturalization.  
(Am. 9 &10 further enforces these limits.)  (*Am.16.)  
9.  Further limits Congress’s Ar.1.8 Powers:  
Habeas Corpus -- no imprisonment without court order.  
Bill of Attainder – no punishment for a crime without a trail.  
No ex post facto law – no laws can be pre dated.   
Direct taxes to be the same* per person.  
(*Am.16 changed this to an Income Tax.)   
Laws have to treat States and People equally. (Am.16)  
10.  States cannot coin Money or wage War.  
 

Article 2  (Executive is the 2nd  Branch)  

1.  The executive Power is the President.  
President is 35 & up, elected every 4 years, by Electoral 
College, which gives each State same # of votes as # of  
reps they have in Congress.  
Vice President was the person with the 2

nd
 most votes.  

(Am.12 made President and Vice President a joint vote.)  
(Am.25 sets the line of succession for President.)  
2.  President heads Military, has cabinet, gives Pardons & 
appoints supreme Court Judges, with Senate’s approval.  
3.  Pres. shall make recommendations to Congress, receive  
Ambassadors, execute Laws and Commission Officers.  
4.  All Officers of the US can be Impeached for Treason, 
Bribery and other high Crimes and removed from Office.  
 
 
 

   
Amendments  
 

Bill of Rights (1-10) 1791, protects our Right to:   

 1.  Religion, speech, assembly, press and petitions.  
 2.  Own and carry guns.  
 3.  Not house soldiers in times of peace.  
 4.  Not be searched without a court order.  
 5.  Not be indicted, except by Grand Jury.  
 6.  Trial by jury in criminal cases.  
 7.  Trial by jury in civil cases in claims over $20.  
 8.  Not have excessive bail, fines or punishment.  
 9.  All Powers not enumerated in this Document. (Ar.1.8)  
10.  All Powers not delegated go to States or People. (Ar.1.8)  
 

11.  1795, further defines Judicial power of the US. Ar.3.2)  
12.  1804, Pres. & VP are elected as one. (Ar.2.1 & Am.20) 
 

 (Civil War Amendments, 13-15)   
13.  1865, abolished slavery.  
14.1:  1868, all citizens are equal under the law.  
14.2:  It removed 3/5ths census count for slaves. (Ar.1.2)  
15.  1870, all males, including ex-slaves, can vote. 
 

16.  1913, Income Tax, (Ar.1.9)  
17.  1913, Senators to be elected by the people.  (Ar.1.3.)  
18.  1919, alcohol prohibited.  (Repealed by Am.21.) 
19.  1920, women can vote.  
20.  1933, sets terms: President & VP to end noon Jan. 20

th
  & 

Senators & Representatives noon Jan. 3
rd

.  (Am.12 & Ar1.4) 
21.  1933. Amendment 18 (alcohol probation) repealed.  
22.  1951, limits the President to two terms.  (Ar.2.1)  
23.  1961, grants the District of Columbia 3 Elector votes.  
24.  1964, no tax can be charged to vote.  
25.  1967, sets the line of succession for President.  
26.  1971, citizens 18 & up can vote.  
27.  1992, pay raises for Congress are for the next term.  
 


